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WHAT NEXT ? Notwithstanding the ‘Kargilisation’ of politics we re-
member with gralifude the sacrifices made by our
A month of agony is almosi over. Elections fo Lok  grmed forces and salute our jawans and military per-
Sabha and scme siate assemblies spread over thirty  sonnel for defending the honour and integrity of our
painfully long days have not in any way boosted the  nafion. The heroes cf Kargil made us all proud. But as
national morale. Not just disappointment over the way  peminique Lopierre movingly wrote the real heroes of
the enfire exercise has been gone through but a mood  |ndia are the 330 million people vho go fo sleep every
of despair seems to prevcil all over. First to blame for night without eating a morsel of food. They should be
this should be the Eleclion Commission for preparing @ our main concern.
long and tedicus schedule. Where the EC should have . ,
acted with firmness and speed, it pontificafed and at TOd‘?V is a sacred day, a day on which Mahatma
times competed with power-hungry polifical leaders for G@ndhi was born. We pay homage fo his memory and
media publicity dghful!y recall his mission and message. Thg greafest
fribute and honour we can offer fo the Fother of the
Then as in the pasl, political parfies and leaders,  Nation is to launch a movement, at least af the lecal
cerfainly some of the big guns, flouted EC guidelines  jevel, to liberate the tailing masses from the shackles of
and basic electoral norms with impunity. That crores of poverty and backwardness. Eleclions come and go (un-
rupees were spent by parfies and candidates making  fortunately they hove come too often in the last ten
a mockery of the so-calied ceiling on election expenses  yeors). Governments rise and fall. Politicions and bu-
is known fo one and all. That mafic, muscle and money  regucrats confinue to let Indic down badiy. Still, India
power swung info action everywhere confirms our worst  survives largely because of the fact thal the founda-
fears about the poll being ‘fair and free." That liquor  tions of democracy were laid on the Gandhi-Nehru
flowed like water even in drought-stricken areas shows  framework, which an eminent Indiaon described as ‘the
again the incompelence and indifierence of our law-  finest expression of humanism.' May that spirit guide us!
enforcing machinery need not be stressed here. The
champions of 33% reservation of seats for women in —The Editor
legisiatures could not provide even 5% cof the tickets for ~
women in the elections. Of course, we always honour “To a world lost in error and besel by illusions CD
and respect our women in principlel time, Gandhi announces the value of timeless prin- ,
ciples of the Irulh of God, and love of fellow-men as |
the only basis for establishing right human relation- ’
]

The oufcome of the huge exercise is being eagerly
awaited. With all parties and candidates claiming vic-
tory and success, the real losers musi be the people.
What else will they gef except rise in prices, hike in taxes
and all kinds of levies, direct end indirect? Affer so much
of violence and such unprecedented vulgarity in de-
bates and campaigns how can we expect acrimony
and slander to make way for informed debate and “Non-violence is the weapon of the strongest and |
healthy public discourse on policies and programmes? the braves!. The frue man of God has the srength to |
If grabbing power by ony means is the only goal of all | se the sword, but will not use It, knowing that every
these parties and contesfenits can any sane person ex- | man is the image of God. If blood be shed, lef it be
pectincoming governments and.rulers to embark upon our blood. Cultivate the quiel courage of gying with-
constructive policies and programmes for the benefit out killing.”
of the poor, the underpriviieged ond millions of such —Gandhiji |-
people? j

~— -

ships. In his life and message we see the dream of
civilization come true.”
—Radhakrishnan
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NEHRU ON GANDHI
‘AN EXTRAORDINARY PARADOX’

‘Foople who do nol know Gandhiji personally and
have only read his wrilings are apt to think 1nat he s o
pnostly typa extromeaely purilanical, long-lceed. Calvin:
Istic, and o killjoy, somelhing like the ‘priests in black
gowny walking their rounds.” But his wntings do him an
injustice. he s far greater than what ha wiitas, and il i
notl quile 1o 10 quole what he had wiitten and criticize
il. He is the very cpposile of the Calvinistic priesily type
His sinile is deligntiul his laughler infeclicus and ne ra-
diales light-heartedness There is comething childlike
aboul hirn which is full of charm. When he enlers arcom
he brings a breath of fresh air with him which ighlens
the almesphero.

Ho is an extracrdinary paradoyx. | suppose all out-
standing men are o some extent. For years | have
puzzied over this problern, why with all his love and
solicitude for the underdog he yel supports a system
which inevitably produces it and crushes it; why ail
this passiun for non-vislence ond coercion? Perheps
it is not correct to say that he is in lovour of such
syslem; heis mere or less of a philosephical anarchist.
But as the ideal anarchist state is tco far off still end
canno! easily be conceived, he accepls the present
Il means ore right the end is bound to be
right. Gandhij's conceplion of democracy is definilely
a metaphysical one. It ha: nothing to do with num-
bers ormajorily orrepresentalion in the ordinary sense.
It is based on service and saciiflice, and it uses moral
pressure... he does reprecent the peasant rasses of
India; he is the quinlessence of the conscious and
subconscious will of those rillions. It is perhiaps some-
tning more than representation; for he is the ideal-
izod personiticatlion of those vast millions..... a fremen-
dous personalily drawing people 1o himself like a
magnel and calling oul fierce loyalties and altach-
ments. ... How he disciplined our lazy and demoral-
ized peoplc and made them work—naol by force or
any malecinal inducement, but by a genlle lock and
sofl word and, above all, by personal example!”

(Jawcharial Nehru from AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY)

Shri BV. NARASIMHA RAO ON
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT

{Excerpts of the address delivered by Hon'ble Sri PV
Narasimha Rao, Former Prime: Minister of India, on the
occasion of the release of Centre for Policy Studies' Pub-
lication ‘Emancination Before Empcwearment’ at Circuit
House in Visakhapatnam on August 6, 1999.)

That women need lo be emancipaled is a fact be-
yond any doubl, bul Ihe questions from whom and how
they are fo be emancipaled need 1o be thoroughly
lockad inlo.

Indican wormen in the olden days, cspocially N agn.
cutiural tamilies used to have a greain! Sy in ne family
aftuirs, cpecialy when it Come o spending mony. Be-
fore lcking o U n menused o a7 ‘-nsldr:' trew homos
ond corsuit their wives n al CCONOTMIC IR GHha Oniy
atler geiling their copreyal gsed 1o carry cu the money
fransoctions. In ¢ laimer’s [amiy DIy o
dorninant role They used 10 worlcn the tield: ong worg
often the wage-comers and Pence hod Q say in dec.
sion-making. The syslem of polyGomy was very rauch
prevaient '{;”!l,‘YClﬁ men gencrally used 1o have threa Ig
four wives in craer to have mere income Er.":"i inen
there were nol many misundersiandings or Cis

<oy
[ole]

women usaac i

spules in
the family. Gender equdiity was gresent inus i agncul-
tura! and lower class famiies. bul the same was coient
masily in elile fornmilies.
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But gradually there is @ change in the athtudes of
rmen. With growing wbanisation, deteroraling varJe: and
increasing meney-centred atfifudes, women ore paing
neglected and reiegated to subording!e posiions Men
were reluciant 1o snare properiy rights with women. The
exishng property relalicns have added {0 the ggtenore-
tion of the status of women.

oy

s

Women of lcday are preferring 1o remain uninarr
and earn their livelinood. Majority of wernen in Delni cre
reluctant lo get meried and are yeaming for seltrel-
ance. They were afraid of torture cnd vicience 7o in-
laws and husbands. As men were reluciontio shere picp-
erty rights wilh woman, women used 10 gc 1o their in-
laws house with sume dowry and if the in-laows were nct
salisfied with the dowries brough! by women, they werc
forlured and ai times were ferced lo commit suicides
The fascination for monetary gaing have ¢ o
entire complexion of the system. Women who used fo
be regcrded as o single enlify are now being regarded
as a sepcrate entily for varicus reasons.

- ~ e Ay
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Patriclic oulplay of women In those days is unpar-
allel. Wornen have parficipated cclively in the free-
cdem maovement along with men and were in the fore-
front when the quesiicn of sacrifices came and
couried arrest along with men. Even aiter more ihan
50 Years of Indenendence, our society is stili bock-
ward because of ihe persisting problems like dowry.
sati, cconomic and socic! ineqguahties, ihilcracy. etc
These problems of today are making the Lives of some
cf the women mise:able and ai limes fercing them fo
cormmit suicide. It is sad lo wilness incidenls such as
‘Sati' as seen in a Rajasthan Village. 1t is a shame o
the nalion as a whole if in any comer of the nalien
such incidents do take place. I is @ common phe-
nomenon thel unwanied and undesirable elements
quickly lake precedence over good and desirable
evenls. Tc an extent films are contributing to the de-
velopment of such lendencies by showing more than
vinat was happening in real life and this is causing a
greal hcrm fo womenfolk.

I
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Howevern compared lo other counbiies like that of
UsSA i india all political parties are giving ulmost im-
porlance to women. The slatus of women in India was
tar beter than thal in many countiies of the world. While
the number ot wemen in politics is nowhere near 33 per
cent in U S A. and other advanced couniries, the scame
in Indhia 15 unique

~/-Ihure is an urgent need lo bring a revoluiionary

change and create consciousness ihroughoul the coun-
Iry 1o uplilt the slatus of women. This tequires a hohslic
change in our social customs, in our paltems of social
behaviour and also legislalion os there are ‘systemic fiaws'
in Q! these social institutions. Legisialion alone cannol
brng any sea change and it is wiong to rely heavily on
legisiation and gender equality would not do unless the
implementation machinery was geared up to do the fask.
Further, confrenialionist method is not al all desirable in
bringing revolutionary change. People should be moti-
valed io inculcale progressive outflock of life.

Solutions to women's problems are possible fo an ex-
tent through analvlical research sludies with crifical out-
look. Dala obtained thicugh survey researches coupled
wilh lile experiences of a cross-section of sociely can
help n formulating solutions to some of the problems. A
change in the life siyles of women is possible only wit
ihe cooperation of people and a committed action-
oriented appreach by government.

Vieluntary organisations should play a pivotal role in
arresting viclence against women, eradicating dowry
related problems, ele. infensive studies of tis kind should
be made to promote awareness on fhe subject. This Is
only a beginning but not the end and more compre-
hensive stugies are to be undertaken throughout the
country to bring solulions to different kinds of problems
faced by women. J/
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i His Excellency the Governof of Andhra Pradesh |
Shri C. RANGARAJAN'S MESSAGE

l "I have enjoyed reading the publicalion. Such mi-
cro level studies are very much needed. It is an un-
. forfunate facl! that the same attitude towards women
persxsts in all strala of the sociely. Even in educated
| families, the perception has nof changed. Economic
| emancipation is fundamental. Further, it has 10 be ;

' supplemented by an attitudinal change.” J
. . - I SR

WATER - AN ENDANGERED RESOURCE
—Prof. M.N. Sastri

Next fo air, water is the mos! essential substance for
all living systems. In fact, the orgin and evoluticn of life
on planet Earth is most intimately connected with water.
The large mass of water on the planet. estimated at one
thousand four hundred million cubic kilometers and oc-
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“A week is a long fime in polifics. i
A year is a short tirne in govemnment * ’
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cupying cbout seventy per cen! of its surtoce ocls cs a
lhermaostat, maintaining the planal’s tempercture in fhe
oplimum range through a ceaseless liow colied hydro-
logica! cycle. among the oceanic, a ‘mospheric and tar-
rostrial reservelrs, susiained by the sun's energy aboul
95 per ceni of ine folal waler is present in the oceans
The remainder, i.e. only about 5 per cent consfifutes ine
world's fresh water supply. Qul of this, an estimoted 78
per cen! is sfored in polar ice ccps and giaziers and
hence not available for use. Actually the waler used by
the human society for various purposes is courced from
aboul 42.000 cubic kilometers per year of run off from
rivers, streams, lakes, and nalural underground reser-
voirs. This quaniity has been more cr less censrant over
thousands ot years. Unfortunately this waler is not equally
distributed over the world due to meteorclogical and
olher faclors.

—from Yes Minister |
SRRt

While the fresh wcter content is constent, inere has
been a phenomenal rise in popuiation and its waler
needs leading arise in water demand. In 1943 the world
population was 2 billicn while the annual per capiia
water use was slightly less than one cubic kilomeier. By
2000, the population is projectad to reach six biti.on with
annual per capila water use touching 5.0 cukm. for
indusirial, agricultural and domestic purposes. The un-
equal distribution of water sources and rising demand
have been ihe cause of serious water disputes at the
intranational and international ievels. Al the scme hime,
long strelches of perennial rivers, big lakes and rich
ground water sources are subjected fo poliution from
untreated effluenis from industry, agriculivre and urban
seltiernents, especially in developing econornies. Added
to this excessive ground waler exploitation of ground
water sources has resulled in decrease in ground water
levels inland and salt water intrusion in the coastal zenes.

In the coming millennium, water and water suppiy
systems will be subjected fo greater stress and strain
as improved living conditions and rising population
increase the demand for fresh waier. The number of
water scarce countries which was 17 in 1990 is pro-
jected 1o 32 by 2025. The watler demand in India is
projected {o exceed availabiiity by a significan! mea-
sure by 2025. The quality of drinking water will deie-
riorate markedly. Presenily about seventy per cent of
waler available in India is censidered poliuted by
World Heallh Organisation standards. The situation may
be further aggravated with consecutive droughts and
delayed monsoons; wasieful imigation praclices, in-
creasing ground waler exploitation. and rising pollu-
fion leveils.

(Excerpts from Prof. VP Subrahmanyam Memoriol
lecture delivered on 15-9-99)
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ISSUES OF CONCERN TC TAMIL NADU :
THE ROOTS

—Dr. Mrs. Prema Nandakumar

The principles on which the present series of regional
workshops are being conducted are unexceplionable :

“... that linerty and individual responsibility are the
foundations of civilized sociely : nat ihe slate is only the
Inslrument of the citizens it serves : that any action ot
Ihe slate must respect the principles of democralic ac-
caountability; that rights and dulies go together; that
every cilizen has a moral responsibility 1o others in soci-
ety and that a pecceful world can only be buili upon
respec! for these principles.”

High thoughts thal are clso sobering in the present
socio-political centext. in Tamil Nadu (perhaps elsewhere
too) there have been tco many disturbing tends and it
will be fulile on my parl lo touch them all. A state in
which lhe idea of accouniability has been thrown lo
winds due lo the inability lo convicl corrupt people,
where licerly is quite, quite limited as il is so easy fo
silence voices of fruth wiln the help of lumpen elements,
where the casle war has laken cosmic proportions, where
even If the Stale wanis to do the righl ihing it Is gagged
by frequent elecllons along with the accompanying
noise and mulual accusalions, where almosi all the uni-
versilies have come under the cloud of coruption, and
where all the despicabie manifestaiions of westem cul-
ture is threatening to overwhelrn an existen!, wonderful,
3000-year old culture; such a state is not in a good po-
silion to speak of liberal principles. Liberal principles are
not meant for oraiion; they are meant o be put in use
for the good of the common people.

But it would be silly to throw up our hands in despair.
We mus! light a candle? Where? How? So how shall we
go about educaling a stale (and a country) which has
been on the downward slide?

Here is a State with an unbraken language-tradition
buill upon mutual respect and trusl. As old if not older
than the Sanskrit language. Tamil alone, among all In-
dian languages. is in proud possession of a living litera-
ture of more than 2000 years. Of pariicular imporiance
is the vasl volurne of didactic literature which prove that
the Tamils have been closely concemed with the every-
day life of the commoen man. The aim has always been
the common good and Dharma — Aram -— has been
like a Vedic Skharmbha holding up and sustoining the
Tamil ethos. This i why Dr. C.R. Krishnamurti, Professor
Emeritus in the University of British Columbia and a long-
time residen! of Canada has dedicated his recent book,
Tamizh Literature Through the Ages : A Socio-Cultural
perspective 1o his parents “who taugh! their children the
value of liberal education through words and deeds”.
This came nalurally to people of an earlier age whose
everyday life consumed Ine moral code in verses that
could be easily memorised and used fo conlrol any
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deviglion altempted by ihe younger generation. eii.
gions may be cifteren! bul the values oflite are the same.

We do not know whether Tiruvalluvar belonged lo any
of the Vedic religions or Buddhism or Jainism. But {hat
has not aifected the force of his authoiily. Introducing
his English translofion of ihe Tirukkaral, K.R. Srinivasa

lyengar says :

“The individual, sociaty or the social aggregale, the
nation or the siate : these are surely interlinked, if not
indeed enacting a splendorous inferpretation. individu-
als make society, and the compaosition and healih of
the sociely ensure the strengih of the slale as well... in-
dividuals anc aggregaiions seck pleasure (preyas) in ils
mullituclinous forms, but only when such pieasure flows
from the ground and the living springs of Viriue (sreyas)
can if fruly be pieasure; else it will be dead-sea fruil,
mere weariness and mockery, and devoid of all praise.”

Hence, it is the individual who has 1o be perfecied
first and thal too when the individual is ycung. This takes
us fo the school and collegiale leveis of growing up.
Tirukkural and also the other famous didactic works
(Naladivar, Moodurai, Tirikadukam among others) shouid
be taught in an attraclive manner. Another method o
Inculcate liberal values would be to highlight the sacri-
fices made by the older generations of freedom fighi-
ers by repeatedly referiing {o them in the school lext
books. Chiidren should be encouraged fo read and
understand the sufferings gone through by these neble
persons. You could call it a "brain washing” technique,
but this is the only way to creale a genuine awareness
so that the younger generation would imbibe a spiril of
sacrifice and face the challenges flung at their foces
by leaders who do not seem to be ashamed of indulg-
ing in corrupiion and other malpractices.

When conveying the messages of these greal free-
dom fighlers, no thought should be given to their caste,
creed or class.

The present set of principles {quoted in the begin-
ning) could be crystallised into a shorter form with a sim-
pler phraseology and in different languages and pre-
senled fo schools so that the students could take it as
an oath every day at lhe beginning of the school day.
After all, do we not see grown up men with a glow light-
ing up their faces when they are reminded of their Scout
days? Immediately they do repeat the scout promise :

"On My Henour, | Promise fo do My Best to do My Duty
To God and Couniry

To Help other People al all Times
To Obey and keep fo the Spiiil of the Scou! Laws.”

It is encouraging to know that most of those children
who have undergone some such discipline — il could
be the scouls and Guides, or NCC — do strive not lo fall

prey to the evil meihcdologies of going on and on and
up ond up in their profession.
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We need not feel despondent because each of the
many actions discussed in this werkshop Is a candle,
cnd my suggesiion also is a candle. Lei us light the
candle in the encircling gloem. Only in this way con the
present unhealthy trends and aclivilies be changed
which can lead to o true and losiing change of values.
Afler about fen or 12 years this pledge and this close-
ness lo didactic works would definitely bear fiuit as an
army of righ! thinking cilizens of our nation.

Let us remember ihat the motto for the Union of In-
dia. Satyameva Jayate, is not just an abrupt phrase. In
fact, if only we had been explaining to the students the
enlire Upanishadic verse in which it occurs, probably
the moral fibre would nol have grown so lax. Forty Years
ago Rajaji realised this and hastened 1o explain the
enlire verse :

"The path thal the Rishls, undislurbed by unrealized
desires, lake the bright palh that lecds to the supreme
abode of reality, that path is paved with Truth: Vic-
fory is for Truth ever, never for un-Truth.”

Truth is the means to reach the supreme goal. Any-
thing that is not True cannct 1ake one fo it

It is the sure road the seers have always taken. Let us
take the road where the Maharshis go, said Viswamitra
fo the princes. And so says the Mundakopanishad Rishi
fo all.”

Satyameva Jayate : Truth alone wins. Bul alsorememn-
ber. Naanrutham : Untruth never wins. It can never take
you fo the geal.

If our goa! is a healthy, prosperous ond free demo-
cralic india. we must ensure that the younger genera-
tion is warned that untruth will not win. And if they an-
swer you back saying, why snould | fie myself up with
these axioms when so-and-so or so-and-so has risen up
rapidly, and such-and-such a perscon is able o evade
the rule of law, simply assure them that they are chil-
dren of light, not of darkness. The ideal child of Mother
India is nol maeant for the sunless spaces of glitter, row-
dyism, conspicuous consumplion, corruption, chicanery.
Simply 1ell them in your own words what was effeclively
put into English by Rajaji when he spoke o us while we
were growing up :

“Do not put out the light by denying the soul. Those
* who deny the soul kill it and they will wander in dense
darkness, not knowing right from wrong, making a hell
of this very life by converling the world into a sunless
place.

Deny God, deny the soul, and you will be like ve-
hicles wilhout lights on the road in a dark night.

Bul is there not Morality, through there may be no
soul? Yes, the moon may be there though the sun may
nol be seen. But the light of the moon, you know, is got
from the sun, and it wanes and waxes and wanes again

Bulletin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES
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( “Taking the utmost responsibility on oneself and |
conceding the ultmost freedom o others, feeling and
thinking globally and actling locally. Gandhi's em- |
pircal religion reconciles the dualism of Madhva and
Islam, the modified non-dualism of Rarmaanuja and
Christianity and ihe non-dualism of Sankara and pure
science.” |

—K. Swaminathan |
_ J

and there are a great many clouds that hide the light of
the paie moon.”

This is how he taught us to avoid confusion and error.
We should now pass on {hase great candles of illumina-
fion to ihe fulure generalion.

(Note submitted by Dr. Prema Naondakumar to the
Workshep on Liberalism for Tamil Nadu held by Project
for Economic Education (Bombay) in collaboration with
TANSTIA-FNF Service Cenire, an associalion of Tamil
Nadu Small and Tiny Industries at Chennai on 28 & 29
August, 1999)

NACIKETA
—Sri C. Sivasankaram

Bharat is a country known to the world at large as
one that possesses a history abounding in kings that for-
gave rank enemy if the lalter craved for forgiveness even
at the cost of his (former's) own life and safety. Bharat,
further possesses a colourful and everlasting philosophy
wherein Saints, Sages and saintly boys live like the pole-
star leaving behind foot-prints on the sands of time to
step in by the generations fo come 1o follow suit. Bharat's
crowing glory is proudly porfrayed in her Upanishads
which lay foundation for the evolution and emergence
of Manisi (Man of wisdom) to shed light of knowledge on
all fours. The knowledge burns the undesirable elements
deep-seated in the body politic. Bharat is unwearied in
her zest fo set before her certain ideals. certain uncom-
promising values (Satyameva Jayale Naanrtam) which
are cardinal and not subject lo change or amendment.
One may tend to conclude from this that Bharai's phi-
losophy is rigid and dogmatic. Rigidity and
doctrinarianism are foreign to the ethos of Bharat. 1 is
live, wide like ether and ever aler! to absorb new cur-
rents of thought to freshen and strengthen itseif. The
world's primaval compilalion and first of the four Vedas,
the Rigveda says, let noble thoughts come from all sides:
This benign extension of invitation to spontanecus out-
pourings of noble brains of all festifies to the
nondogmatic catholicity of the philosophy ot Bharatl.

The Bharatiya Vedanta is described as perennial phi-
losophy by no less a personage than Aldous Huxiey. It is
the Vedanta that courageously :cwed the seed of one-
ness of mankind. The propounder of the philosophy, Adi
Sankara is reputed to have bowed low before an out-
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“Cur link wilth Gandhij is not ot blood but of spint.” 1

Lo

cas! in recognition of the lalter's praclice of whol the
Jagadguru preached. To such heighis the philosophy
saw ils fruition - offering obeisance by the first of the
twice-born to the last and leas! of all casles.

—Rajmohan Gandhi )

Cf the eleven Prncipal Upanishads, kathopanisad
clauns paramount importance not only as a fext replete
with verses thal are often reileraled by saint and sa-
vani, but as a source of lhes many famous verses of
Srimad Bhagavad Gila. The Kathopanisad is an elabo-
rate dissertation in the form of exciling and thought-pro-
voring dialogue between Yama, the formidable king of
VYaraloka and a Brahmin prodigy called Naciketas, the
son of a poor and pious dwija, a Vijasravasa. Nacikelas
te!' perturbed by the unreality of his father's cbservance
o' tire Viswajit Yaga, proposes that he himself may be
ottered as offering to a priest. The father immersed as
he has been in his programme of offering Daksina furns
deat ear lo his son's proposcl of offering him to a priest.
Then, the prodigy persisls in his requesl. The father in a
rage said : “Unlo Yama | give thee".

In this ways, Nacikela goes to the abode of Yama
finding him absent, wcits there three days and nights
unfed and uncaied for. Yama, on his relurn offers three
gifts in recompense for the delay and discomfort caused
lo the boy. The legendary dialogue cpens between the
Brahmin boy and lhe king Yamadharma. To please
Naciketas Yama offers various and varied gifts. But the
boy (Kumara) remains unplacated, he wanis to know
that which conaquers re-death (Punar Mriyu). This ques-
lion of Punar Mrtyu engages the thought of all the think-
ers of the world in general and that of Bharat in particu-
lar. Buddha was agitated by this question : "Mortal rip-
ens like com and like corn is born again™. It is cyclical
and threatens to be endless. So a way out and a per-
manent panacea has got to be found to banish Re-
death (Punar Mrtyu). (Our philosophy asks of us fearless,
courageous firm and unwavering for Samsayatma
Vinasyati. (Gita) Nolhing but Atma is real. The unreal
frightens. The fear foisted by the unreal loses basis 1o
cause fear limitiessly.

The young Nacikelas born as he has been in a clan
of saved souls, fathers and forefaihers who crossed the
sea of miserable samsara requested Yama fo leave him
o retumn to his failher alive for a son predeceasing a
father is unknown In the Yuga, the dialogue takes place.
Naciketa requests Yama to grani him the gift supreme,
the knowledge that ensures immortality. Yama sensing
ihe boy's inner maturity and brilliance of inlellect starts
dishing doses of philosophy to make the boy convinced
and safistied. There follows an inleresling question and
answer intedude before the finale of ushering in of the
cayanam (saciifice) after the name of Nacikelas. The

Naciketa cayanam is endowed with a flavour o its own
aparlt from the other forms ot sacnfices. Though Immor-
tality is impossible through ritucls and voidik sacnfices
this parlicular cayanam assures jeevan mukti - Ine per-
son wanders like 'he one emancipated frorn the grio of
allachmenl. This upanised gives fo Vivekonanda Swari
lhe soul-stiring and inspinng ve:sc, utlistala jagrala
prapyavaran nibodhalo : Arise, Awabke, stop not untit
the goal is reached, and anoiher sicka. Naviltena
tarpaniyo manusyah; man cannga! live by bread o'one
of New Testamen! meeis with the spiril of the sQid sloka

Rharaliya Vedanta is in a nutsheli teoches us o be
unatiached and fearless. It is not opposed 1o enjoyment.
It is staunchily ogainst atlachment. Alfachment is the
root-cause of misery and sorow.

Naciketa. ihe hero of Kargil war is Ihe frue namesake
of the nacikelas of the kathopanisad who leamnt fhe
knowledge which can ward oif rRedeath and scugh!
release from the moulh of Death. A Shakespeare may
cancel (have said) “What isin aname™? Thereis inname
verily somelhing deeper than hurnan percepitivily is able
to gauge. The Upanisadic Nacikelas wins the heart of
Yama and conguers death and returns home imbued
wilh the knowledge which conquers Redealn. His name-
sake Nacikelas is twenty summers old. He forlified him-
self with the spirit of Bhagavad Gila verse. "Hato va
prapsyasi swargam, jitva va Bhoksyase Mahim” (Slain
thou shalt go to heaven or viciorious Ihou shalt enjoy
the earih). So Sri Krishna awakes Arjuna lo perform his
duty and raise fo take bow and arrow in pursuance of
his bounden duty of quelling the enemy. The enemy
then has some features in common with the enemy our
hero fought agcinst. Bharat and Pakisian (picus iand)
had been composite fiffy two years age. The pariition
takes place as between two brothers of the same stock
or family. Pakistan like Kauravas is expansionist and ag-
gressive. The resl! is history. The plunders of Indian Na-
tional Congress Government are legion. A legacy of vio-
lence, insecurily threal to harmony occasicnally erupi-
ing into a cenflagration claiming lives of youth, in their
prime as their cannon-fodder.

The Naciketagni, the saciificial fire named after the
invincible Naciketa remains brightly burning and keeps
on fo ignite the spark of patriotism and sacrifice in the
rank and file of our jawans. The modem Nacikela is age-
less as one does not know if he is not the same Naciketa
who comes out from the mouth of death. Both are im-
mortal. Bharat shall not cease to give birth o many more
Naciketas. May Bharatl be a vasl altar ot Naciketagnil

FELICITATION OF TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS

Centire for Policy Studies and Sankar Foundation
organised the two annual felicitation functions (every
Year on August 15 in honour of Scholars and on Septem-
ber S in honour of Teachers) on Seplember 18 this year

——y




Builetin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES

siin ex-NMajer Snn DV Subba Rao n charr, Prot K,
Jomakishnga Ras fnmmer Vice-Chencelior Andhra Uni-
versily, Professor M N Sastn, Prot tla Rao and Shn C VVR.
rennamurin were ‘elicitated Shii Appallc Somecwara
Sorma, noted Sanskrit schelar ond Shri Manda
“uryanarayana. (Masoona) relired school-lcacher and
wiiler were telicilated and presented with a guree of Rs
5 000 2ach on thae occasion. Prol. B, Sarveswaro Roo,
tormer vice-Crancellor Naganuna University Snn S
Narasinga Rac, A5, Disirict Collector and Dr. Uday
Bolakrishnan, Post Master-General felicitated the six
emincnt Teochers. The Collector uppealed to the vol-
urtary associations and infeliectuais fo help in ighting
dileracy in the disinct (20 oul of 40 iakhs are illilerale in
Vizokhapalnarn) white Dr. Uaay Belakrishnen suggestea
‘ral students ar ine undergraduale and postgracuale
igvzls shiould be made to leun English for widening therr
migllectual honeons and for better opporiunihies in Iney
coreers Shn A Sankar Rao and his wife Smi. Yesocha
Sankar Rao presenled shawis and mementoes to the
Teachers and Scnolars.

REPORT ON THE HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

— Shri D.D. Prasada Rgo
Administrative Manager

02-08-19¢9 - Eye Camp al Venkalapuram

tye Camp was conducled at R.R

Vankalapuram on 2-8-99. The Carnp is sponsored by M/
s LG Pelymers, Rotary Club, Inner Whee! Club of Visa-
khapatnem under the auspices of Sankar Foundation.
Total number of patients screened is 215 and cases se-
lected tor Micresurgery are 32 The drugs required in
the Camp have been provided by M/s. L.G. Polyrners.

A free

At the beginning of the Camp a mechng was
craanised under the presidentship of Shi 8. Jhurani, Presi-
dent. RPetary Club The speakers whe addressed the
meefing are Shri P Gopala Rao, Vice-President, LG Poly-
mers Shri B Sudnakar, Dy. General Manager, LG Poly-
mers. Nrs. Bharati Gupia, President inner Wheel Club,
Dr §. Narayana Raju, Programme Manager, DBCS, Dr.
GSR. Anjaneyulu and D D. Frascca Rao of Sankar Foun-
dalion.

09-08-1999 : Eye Cump a! Andhra University Campus,
Visakhapatnam

A free Eye Camp was conductled at Andhra Univer-
sity Campus., Visakhapainam. The Camp was sponsored
by MPM Trust and Veluvelu Trust. Tolal number or palients
ccieened - 284 and patients selected for Cataract Sur-
gery - 16 and Glasses prescribed for 76 candidales.

At the beginning a meeling was organised under the
presidentship of Shri D. Ramckrishna Rao of Andhra Uni-
versily, Shri K. Gangi Reddy, Chairman VUDA attended

a: Chie! Guesl. The speakers who gadresscd the meal-
ing cre Shn V. Basavapunnayyo ol Veluveia Trust, br M
parameswara Rao, CMG #ndhra Univertity and DD
Prasada Roo Manager Sar kar Foundalion,

16-08-1999  Eye & Gynoer Camp af Thummapaic

(]

free Eve & Gynaec Coamp war conducted al
Thumincpaic on 16-8-99, wosnsored By VTS Ancopai
in the tye Camp 91 cases have been screanaec and 25
coses were selected for Cataract Surgery. i the Gynacc
Camp 25 women have bean examined Gnc 8 of tr.em
were 1eferred to Woman & Child Hespital D GER
Anjaneyulu headed the tye Camp team and Dr AS.
Maralakshmi headed ¢ Gynaec Camp. Mr DO
prasada Rao, Manger ac companied Ihe teams.

30-08-1999 . Eye Camp o Rajivhagar, Shivajipalemn

A tree Eye Camp was conducted at Rajivhnagar
naiwad Bhawan, Shivajipalern. The Camp was jcintly
.consored by Rajivna yar Gramaphivruddhi Seva
sanghain and Indira Priyadarshini Mahila Samkshema
sangham. No. of cases screened in the Camp 185 ana
number of cases selected for Cataract Surgery 23

A meeting was organised in the beginning under the
presideniship of Md. Mactinawali, Convener of the Seva
sanghorm. Dr. S. Narayana Raju, Programme Manager
of DBCS atlended as Chief Guest. Mr. D.D. Prasada Rao,
Manger addressed the meeting. Dr. GSR. Aniangayuiu
headed the Eye Camp team.

06-09-1999 . Eye & Gynaec Camp at Haripuram

An Eye & Gynaec Camp was conducted ai
Haripuram, sponsored by BCT Hospilals. The Camp was
inaugurated by Shri G.V. Subrahmanyam, (RS (Retd.) Trea-
surer of BCT Hospitals, in the presence of Dr. §.
Sathyamurthy, Secretary, BCT, Dr. P Sambasiva Rao, CMO
BCT Hospilatls, Dr. 5. Narayana Raju, Programme Man-
ger, DBCS, Dr. GSR. Anjaneyuly, Dr. A.S. Mahalakshmi and
D.D. Prasada Rao. '

In the Eye Camp 171 patients have been screenea
and 30 were selected for Surgery. In the Gynaec Camp
153 patlienis have been screened and 23 have been
referred !o Woman & Child Hospital tor further freaiment.

20-09-1999 : Eye Camp al Medivada/Gamikam

A free Eye Camp was conducted at Medivaca/
Garnikam Village of Ravikamatham Mandalam spon-
sored by ORRC Yelamanchili. The Camp team was
headed by Dr. GSR. Anjaneyulu accempanied by Shn
D.D. Prasada Rao. Manager. 230 palients have been

“One who could mix a spintual and temporal de-
-voticn without injury 1o either, could not but be a great
and arresiing figure of our days.”

—Sir Ernest Barker on Gandhiji
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Shr X Porvali Kumar

Sha DV Subba Roo

De. A. Prasonna Kumar [Direciorn)
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